CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

a new technique.   But the Indians require a
new spirit

Although, however, as I have suggested,
it would be easier to westernise China
than to westernise India, the process of
westernisation has not as yet gone so far in
the one country as m the other. Effective
contact between Europe and China dates
only from the opium war.1 From that
date the activities of the western powers m
China have been continuous, discreditable,
and indefensible But though the powers
have robbed China, have bullied her, have
interfered with her independence and sovereign
rights, have imposed upon her teaching which
she did not want and trade which she thought
disastrous and immoral, they have so far made
no serious attempt to conquer and annex her.
The servitude of China is financial; but the
history of Egypt shows how easily financial
may pass into political control. It may be so
with China; the next few months or years
will decide. But meantime and up to now
Chma is independent. The activities, com-
mercial and other, of the foreigners have been

1 In spite of Mr. Morse's apologies, I consider this
to be the proper description of that TOT.